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Clare Adamson         27th May 2020  
Convenor 
Education and Skills Committee 
Via e-mail: Clare.Adamson.msp@parliament.scot 
 
Dear Ms Adamson 
 
Coronavirus (Covid-19): strategic framework for reopening schools, early learning and 
childcare provision 
 
We welcome the publication of this strategy and we are sure that families throughout Scotland 
will appreciate that plans are being made for their children’s safe return to education. 
 
However, the omission of any reference to Gaelic medium education (GME) in the strategy is 
both disappointing and concerning. 
 
This strategic framework which highlights the need for “a blended model of in-school and in-
home learning [that] is reliant on consistent, easy to use in-home learning materials which are 
intended to support and complement, but not replicate, in-school learning” undoubtedly 
presents local authorities and schools with huge challenges. The GME sector provides 
immersion education which delivers the benefits of bilingualism and can improve attainment, 
but also presents additional challenges at this time. 
 
The pedagogy of GME is based on total immersion in Gaelic in the initial years of statutory 
education. The majority of pupils come from non-Gaelic speaking homes and parents have 
found themselves in a situation where they are having to support their child’s learning through 
the medium of Gaelic although they themselves may have little or no Gaelic. The resources and 
support currently provided by teachers and other organisations is to be commended, 
particularly as there is also an ongoing issue with lack of resources in Gaelic which puts 
additional pressure on teachers. 
 
However, there are concerns that this absence from the immersive school environment for a 
prolonged period will have been detrimental to the pupils’ Gaelic which could in turn have a 
negative impact on their educational attainment. Many pupils will require additional Gaelic 
input to regain their fluency, either through attending school full-time from August or through 
additional measures such as provision from an out-of-school provider.  
 
The failure to include GME in the strategy, or provision of national guidance for the GME 
sector, exacerbates teacher and parental anxiety. We realise that it will be the responsibility of 
local authorities and schools to plan the implementation of the strategy, but without national 
guidance we fear a lack of understanding or support at local level may mean GME is neglected. 
The absence of a national strategy also leaves parents with little or no options for recourse 
should they be failed by their local authority or school. 
 
 
 

mailto:Clare.Adamson.msp@parliament.scot


 

5 Caolshràid Mhìcheil, Inbhir Nis, IV2 3HQ | Fòn: 01463 234138 | Facs: 01463 237470 | Fòn-làimhe: 07771834481 
5 Mitchell Lane, Inverness | IV2 3HQ Tel: 01463 234138 | Fax: 01463 237470 | Mobile: 07771834481 

 
 
The exclusion of any reference to GME is extremely disheartening for all stakeholders in the 
sector. Particularly so at this time when practitioners have worked so hard to support families 
throughout a very difficult period. 
 
We understand that this crisis has put pressure on all aspects of our education system, but this 
does not excuse the exclusion of GME from this framework. The main risk of the lack of 
reference to GME in national guidance is that the current crisis will have a disproportionate 
and long-term negative impact on GME, and this is unacceptable. The revival and survival of 
Gaelic in Scotland is inextricably linked to the success of GME. 
 
Conversely, a clear national strategy for recovery will help ensure that GME continues to grow 
and flourish as an important and valued component of the Scottish education system.  
 
Leis gach deagh dhùrachd 
 
Magaidh Wentworth 
Oifigear Phàrant 
 
Cc  
Members, Education & Skills committee 
Jim Whannel, Director of Education, Bòrd na Gàidhlig 
Joan Esson, Education Scotland 
 


